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PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE BEFORE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9
Six Northwest writers will staff the Montana State University i960 Writers 
Conference, which will focus this year on regional work, according to Jack 
Barsness, conference director. The conference for writers and aspiring writers 
will be in session on the MSU campus May 25 through 28, he said.
Staff appointments announced Tuesday by Barsness are Naomi Lane Babson (Mrs. 
Paul A. Grieder), Bozeman; Nelson Bentley, Seattle, Wash.; Dan Cushman, Great Falls; 
Leslie A. Fiedler, Missoula; James F. Stevens, Seattle, Wash., and Dale White (Mrs. 
Howard Place), Glendive.
Miss Babson's first novel, "The Yankee Bodleys," won the Prix Femina Ameri- 
caine. Her other novels include "All the Tomorrows," "I am Lidian," and "The 
Young Fair Maidens." Her short stories have appeared in Saturday Evening Post, 
Ladies' Home Journal, Woman's Home Companion, and other periodicals. She lives in 
Bozeman, where her husband is chairman of the Montana State College English Depart­
ment.
Bentley is co-editor of the quarterly, Poetry Northwest, and director of the 
poetry workshop at the University of Washington. His work has appeared in Poetry, 
New World Writing, Prairie Schooner, and other publications.
Cushman's novel, "Stay Away, Joe," was the Book-of-the-Month Club selection 
for April 1955* and "Whoop-Up," a musical version of the book, played on Broadway 
last year. Other novels by Cushman include "The Silver Mountain" and "That Old 
Copper Collar." He has also written westerns and stories with a Far East back­
ground.
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Dr. Fiedler, professor of English at MSU, is the author of "An End to Inno­
cence," a collection of essays, and of "Life and Death in American Fiction," 
scheduled for publication this month. He is currently working on a book on the 
literature of the 1930’s, under a $1,500 grant from the American Council of 
Learned Societies. His short stories, poetry, and critical essays have been 
published in several national periodicals.
Stevens has written several books on the lore of the big woods, including 
"Paul Bunyan," "Mattock," "Timber," "Paul Bunyan’s Tree Farm," and "The Green 
Glory." Before his retirement, his column, "Out of the Woods," appeared in 3° 
Northwest newspapers.
Miss White is the author of 13 books and innumerable magazine articles. She 
won the Western Writers of America Silver Spur Award in 195^ for the best juvenile 
western with "Steamboat up the Missouri." She and Miss Babson have served on the 
MSU Writers Conference staff before.
Barsness will be on leave from the MSC English faculty to teach at MSU spring
quarter and to direct the conference. Detailed information on the conference
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